Dentistry in Ireland Report
Number of dentists

According to the Dental Council there were 2,675 dentists registered in Ireland at the end of 2008.  Page 3 of the Dental Council’s newsletter shows the growth of registered dentists since 1999 along with the sources of new Registrants.  This figure compares to 2,852 dentists registered in Scotland at the end of 2004 according to a research paper published in 2007.  NHS Scotland workforce information quotes the number of dentists working in NHS Scotland as 2,739 as at 31st March 2009.
Irish Dental Association Information (see Appendix 1)
This article details the three categories of dentistry available in Ireland, covering private treatment, the DSFA (Department of Social and Family Affairs) Treatment Benefit Scheme and dental treatment with the Healthboards.
This is followed by five news articles from 2009 regarding the state of dentistry in Ireland:

· 27/04/09 – IDA AGM: Incoming President warns of growing funding crisis in profession.

· 08/07/09 – IDA outlines wide range of desirable changes in health financing submission.

· 16/07/09 – Dentists shocked at report’s attack on dental services.
· 28/09/09 – Dentists welcome TNS/MRBI survey rejecting cuts in social  welfare.

· 07/10/09 – Dentists protest to highlight plight of special needs children 
 and adults.

The submission referred to in the article dated 08/07/09 is the ‘Resource Allocation and Financing in the Health Sector’ submission dated June 2009.  Extracts from this are attached (see Appendix 2) outlining oral health in Ireland, resource allocation, funding for dental care and building capacity.  The full submission can downloaded if required.
The Dental Council

The first issue of the Dental Council’s newsletter (September 2009) is attached (see Appendix 3).  This contains articles, statistics and updates.
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